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SKETCH OF THE MISSIONS OF 
THE UNITED BRETHREN. 


Written by the Poet Montgcincry. 
(Concluded from p. 534.) 


In 1734, some Brethren went among the 
Indians of North America. Their labours, 
their trials, their sufferings, and their suc- 
cess, were extraordinary even in missiona- 
rv history. Many thousand of these rov- 
ing and turbulent savages, of all others 
perhaps the most haughty and untractable, 
were converted from the error of their 
ways, and adorned the doctrine of God 
their Saviour both in their lives and bv 
their deaths. On one occasion, ninety-six 
nen, Women, and children being treacher- 
ously made prisoners by white ‘banditti, 
and marched atway from their peaceful 
habitations and beloved teachers, were 
scalped and tomahawked in cold blood ; 
and, according to the testimony of their 


murderers, with their latest breath gave 


affecting evidence of their faith. At an- 
other time eleven Missionaries, male and 
female, were burnt alive in their dwellings, 
or massacred and thrown back into the 
flames, in attempting to escape, by a troop 
of Indiansin the French service.* In the 
late war, also, the Brethren’s settlement 
at Fairfield, in Canada, was plundered and 
burnt to the ground, by the American army 


* Some particulars of this tragical scene, were 
related by a sister who was almost miraculously 
preserved.—A cruel Indian war, occasioned by 
the contests between the English and French, 
had broken out, spreading terror and confusion 
through the whole country. “ Late in the eve- 
ning of the 24th of November, 1755, while the 
missionaries were at sepper, their attention was 
suddenly roused by the continual barking of 
dogs, which was followed by the report of a gun. 
On opening the door of the mission-house, they 
observed a party of hostile Indians standing be- 
fore the house, wit! their pieces pointed towards 
the door. On its being opened they immediately 
fired, and Martin Nitschman was killed on the 
spot. His wife and some others were wounded, 
but ran up stairs into the garret, and barricaded 
the door with bedsteads. Hither the savages 
pursued them ; but not being able to force open 
the door, they set fire to the house. which was 
soon enveloped in flames. Brother Fabricius, in 
attempting to make his escape, was perceived ly 
the Indians, and instantly wounded by two balls. 
They then seized him, and having dispatched 
him with their hatchets, took his scalp, and left 
him dead on the ground. Eleven persons belong- 
lug tothe mission were burnt alive, among whom 
asa child only fifteen months old. Sister Sense- 
man, already surrounded by the flames, was heard 
‘© exclaim, “ ’Tis all wel), ear Shvlour; I ex! 








under General Harrison. A Missiouary 
and his wife accompanied the Christian 
Indians on their flight, who endured, fox 
more than two years, tle most deplorable 
privations with unshaken resignation, 
thankful to God that they had yet the 
bread of life, and the means of grace, 
when they had scarcely any other comfort 
left. 

In wo iastance did the word of salvation 
reach the conscienves of the wild Indians 
with greater power, or more strikingly dis- 
play its saving efficacy, than in the case of 
Tschoop. Before his conversion, he was 
distinguished by every act of outrage and 
sin, and had even crippled himself by his 
debaucheries; but now the lion was tamed, 
and the slave of sin and the devil became 
the child of God, and a preacher of right- 
eousness to his countrymen. The account 
he once gave of his conversion, will best elu- 
cidate the striking change wroughtin him. 
“ Brethren,” said he, “ I have been a hea- 
then, and have grown old amongst them ; 
therefore [ know how heathens think. 
Once a preacher came, and began to ex- 
plain to us that there was a God. We an- 
swered dost thou think us so ignorant as 
not to know that? Return to the place 
from whence thou camest. Then, again, 
another preacher came, and said, You 
must not get drunk, nor steal, nor lie, &c. 
We answered, thou fool, dost thou think us 
ignorant of this ? Learn first thyself, and 
then teach the people to whom thou be- 
longest to leave off these things: for who 
steal, lie, or are more druvken than thine 
own people? And thus we dismissed him 
After some time, Brother Rauch came in- 
to my hut, sat down, and spoke nearly as 
follows :—*I am come to you inthe name 
of the Lord of heaven and of earth: he 
sends to let you know that he will make 
you happy,and deliver you from the misery 
in which yoy lie at present. For this end 
he became a man,j gave his life a ransom, 
and shed his blood for sinners, &c.” When 
he had finished his discourse, he lay down, 
fatigued with his journey, and fell into a 
sound sleep. I thought, what kind of a 
man isthis 2? There he lies and sleeps: | 
might kill him, aad throw him into the 
wood, and who would regardit? But this 
gives him no concern: hawever, 1 could 





pected nothing else.” The {murderers now set 
fire to the barns and stables, by which all the 
corn, hay, and catde were consumed, and hating 
thade a harry ntea] daparyey, 
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not forget his words; they constantly re- 
curred to my mind. Even, when asleep, I 
dreamt of the blood of Christ shed for us. 
I found this to be widely different from 
any thing I had heard before, and I inter- 

reted Rauch’s words to the other Indians. 

hus, through the grace of God, an awak- 
ening commenced among us. _ I say, there- 
fore, brethren, preach Christ our Saviour, 
and his sufferings and death, if you would 
wish your word to gain entrance among 
the heathen.” 

In 1737 George Schmidt settied in South 
Africa, and built himself a hut, and clear- 
ed a piece of ground near Serjeants Riv- 
er. Finding it impossible to learn the Hot- 
tentot language, he set resolutely upon the 
task of teaching the barbarians his own. 
He soon so won the affections of these rude 
people, that many became willing scholars, 
and made proficiency in learning the 
scriptures. Inthe course of seven years 
he baptized seven persons, who gave proof 
of their change of heart and life. But 
owing to some difficulties that arose at that 
period, he went to Europe to obtain assis- 
tance, and to procure powers from the 
Dutch Government to pursue his peaceful 
ministry. These were denied, and he was 
never permitted to go back to the colony. 
His heart, however, was among his Hot- 
tentots till the hour of his death: he was 
Wont to consecrate a part of every day to 
secret intercession with the Lord in their 
behalf, and it is recorded, that he was 
at length found a corpse in the perform- 
ance of this duty. Meanwhile, though 
his scholars and converts kept together for 
some time, expecting his return, they were 
in the sequel lost among their countrymen; 
and during fifty years, according to human 
apprehensions, his labours seemed to have 
beén in vain, and his prayers unanswer- 
ed. But at the end of that interval, the 
Brethren were enabled to send three men 
of like spirit with George Schmidt, to the 
Cape of Good Hope, with the permission 
of the Dutch Government. They found 
the spot which he had cultivated: the ruins 
of his hut were yet visible, but his garden 
was run to waste, and the whole valley was 
such a haunt of wild beasts, that it was 
called Bavians’ Kloof (Baboons’ Glen.) 
The new Missionaries, however, took pos- 
session of it, expelled these intruders, gath- 
ered the Hotrentots to hear the word of 
God, and taught their children to read it, 
under the shade of a magnificent pear-tree, 
planted by their predecessor, which was 
still in full vigour and bearing. But this 
tree and its fruit were not all that remain- 
edof the good man’s labours—an aged 
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blind woman, who had been one of his 
converts, being traced out, produced a 
Dutch Testament, which he had given her 
when he left Africa, and which she kept as 
her greatest treasure, carefully wrapt up in 
two sheep skins. A young Hottentot wo- 
inan was in the habit of reading occasion- 
ally from this book to her ; and this young 
woman became one of the earliest converts 
of the three Brethren. In that place (since 
called Gnadenthal) there is now a flourish- 
ing congregation of Hottentots, and at a 
considerable distance another, (Groene- 
kloof,) which is also greatly prospering. 

A third Settlement has been lately be- 
gun, under the encouragement of the Brit- 
ish government, on the White River, near 
the borders of Caffraria. The afflictive 
disaster that befel this settlement, in its 
destruction by a horde of Caffre savages, is 
well known to those who are at all ac- 
quainted with the progress of the Breth- 
ren’s Missions. By the return of peace the 
Brethren have been enabled to resume 
their post ; but the devastation was so con)- 
plete, that much greater expense and la- 
bour will be required to re-establish the set. 
tlement than was necessary at its first for- 
mation. Its inhabitamts are increasing, 
and it is beginning to assume the beauti- 
ful appearance of the two former stations, 
which according to the testimony of both 
friends and enemies to Missionary exer- 
tions,are like the garden of the Lord in the 
midst of the wilderness—the Hottentots 
themselves being as much changed in their 
habits, manners, and minds, as_ the face ot 
their country has been improved by indus- 
try and skill. The change which has tak- 
en place im their hearts the eye of God 
alone can see in all its aspects, and con- 
template in all its issues; but it is suffi- 
ciently obvious to all, that the love of 
Christ has subdued their natural character 
and has brought their affections and thei: 
understandings into obedience to himsel/ 


_— 





From the American Missionary Register. 


UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARYS 
SOCIETY. 
(CIRCULAR ADDRESS.) 

The Board of Managers of the Unitec 
Foreign Missionary Society are once more 
coippelled to state to their fellow-christians 
in general, and. to the Ministers and 
Churches connected with that Society in 
particular, the financial embarrassments 
under which they are labouring. Urged 
by the command of their God and Saviour, 
to “ Go into all the world, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature,” they devised # 
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missionary plan, having the world for its 
field, but which particularly contemplated 
the introduction of the gospel, with tbe 
arts of civilized life, among the aboriginal 
inhabitants of this country. 

That plan being more expansive in its 
nature, and efficient in its operation, than 
any heretofore acted upon in this section 
of the United States, they were led to be- 
lieve would excite a higher degree of inter- 
est in its favour, produce far greater and 
more durable effects, and thus form a new 
era of missions in the history of the Ame- 
rican churches. In these views they were 
greatly strengthened, when, having sub- 
mitted their plan to the highest judicato- 
ries of three denominations of christians, 
united inthe bonds of one common faith, 
it received their unqualified sanction, ac- 
companied with the pledges of future pa- 
tronage and support. The government of 
the United States, pursuing at the same 
time a just and philanthropic policy to- 
wards the Indians, offering and promptly 
affording aid to all such Benevolent Lnsti- 
tutions as Should heartily engage in the 
work of their civilization, the directors 
were encouraged to proceed. 

in entering upon this arduous undertak- 
ing, they did not so miscalculate as to sup- 
pose that at the bare approach of their 
inissionaries, every object would be accom- 
plished. To attain those objects, they 
knew that instruetion must be conveyed— 
the mind enlightened—prejudices van- 
yuished—habits changed—and the whole 
savage heart renewed by the power of Di- 
vine Grace. 

So many and so serious were the obsta- 
cles to be encountered, that had they been 
left to the suggestions of their own carnal 
reason, they are confidently persuaded that 
they would never bave embarked in the 
enterprise. Butall objections were silen- 
ced by the will of the Master, and the his- 
tory of his faithfulness was the guarantee 
of their success. 

Aware, however, that this work must be 
attended with difficulties requiring wisdom, 
energy, patience, perseverance, and much 
praver, they resolved to renounce their 
own strength, to cast their burdens on the 
Lord, to act by faith, and to go forward. 

For more than six years has this concern 
been diligently prosecuted, and the Socie- 
ty now numbers two Missionary Establish- 
nents among the Osages, ore at Tuscaro- 
ra, one at Seneca, one at Cataraugus, one 
at Fort Gratiot, and a seventh now coim- 
meneing at Mackinaw. 

In all these establishments, the educa- 
ion of youth, withdrawing them from for- 
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mer pursuits, and training them te disci- 
pline and labour, are great and primary 
objects. Ner has the labour of then mis- 
sionaries been unattended with success. 
On the contrary, that success has been as 
great as, under existing circumstances, 
could perhaps have been expected, and 
the prospects of the Board, so far as the 
Indians are concerned, are certainly en- 
couraging,. 

The great difaculty with which the Di- 


rectors have ts contend, is the want of 


pecuniary means, and that difficulty has 
at length assumed a very serious aspect’. 
In necessary disbursements, they have in- 
curred a debt to their Treasurer, amount- 
ing to the sum of $6000, and expect addi- 
tional and inevitable drafts to be made 
vpon thein shortly to the amount of $3000 
more, 

To liquidate that debt they have no re- 
source under Heaven, bat in the friends of 
the missionary cause, and especially in the 
niunisters and people of our churches. 

The government of the United States 
has redeemed, and will, no doubt, in fu- 
ture redeem, all its engagements, to this 
society. Many of the churches too have 
come forward, and have set exainples wor- 
thy of imitation. But it isa fact not to be 
concealed, that the churches, on a large 
scale, have never so patronised the institu- 
tion, either in disseminating the Missionary 
Register, now published for its exclusive 
benefit, or by public contributions, as to 
enable it to operate to advantage. In ma- 
ny parts of the church, no auxiliaries have 
been organized, and when they have been 
organized, we are sorry to say, they have 
not generally moved with that alertness 
which had been anticipated. 

And now, brethren, in the name of our 
common Lord, we inquire whether you 
are prepared to abandon this Institution ? 
Shall our labour be lost—our prospects 
blasted—our missionaries disbanded—the 
Indians left to perish—and the property 
heretofore accumulated by this Board, sold 
to pay its debts ? 

We assure you, dear brethren, that, if 
prompt and efficient relief is not afforded, 
we see no way at present of avoiding that, 
result. 

We know that frequent appeals are made 
to your charity, but who among you all is 
the poorer for its exercise ? 

_ How long has the church of God been 
praying, “ Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven;” and 
now, when God is answering that prayer, 
when through human agency, under the 
inftrence of kis Holy Spirit, he is introda= 
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cing and mulhiplying means for the ac- 
complishment of these very ends, shall we 
now, and under these circunrstances, be- 
come weary in well doing ? Are there any 
among us who can possibly think they have 
already done enough, or two much for 
him, who has done so much for them ? If 
we deliberately sit down and calculate our 
means, and see how large a proportion of 
our daily living is expended in perishable 
and temporal objects, and how small a 
proportion is dedicated to such as are im- 
perishable and eternal, will there be much 
room for self-gratulation ? We believe, in 
most instances, there will moi: and if the 
plans now pursuing in favour of the Red 
Men of the forest, shall fall through, what 
is to become of them, and what will be- 
come of future missionary operations in 
their behalf. These whole embodied 
tribes are that Lazarus who now lies at 
ovr door, the perfect child of helplessness 
and misery, and shall we, or can we, con- 
sent to shut up from him our bowels of 
compassion ? 

We are sometimes told, that charity 
must begin at home: but if the Apostles 
had tarried in Judea till every unconverted 
Jew had been brought to a knowledge of 
the truth, what had become of us Gentiles ? 

The Apostles of the Lord did not so 
judge. They knew that exertion abroad 
would produce reaction at home. At all 
events, they preferred simple obedience to 
Heaven, to all human reasoning. They 
had received a banner, to be displayed in 
the cause of truth ; they did display it, 
and it proved to be the wisdom of God, 
and the power of God to the salvation of 
many, very many precious and immortal 
souls. 

Humbly following in their steps, and 
unworthy as we are of such distinguished 
honour, we nevertheless hope for similar 
resnits. 

Having spread this application before 

ou, brethren, we wait to see how the 
Ler will dispose of it. And in the mean 
time remain, and with very great respect, 
your affectionate fellow-labourers in the 
bonds of the gospel. 

In behalf of the Board of Managers. 

Paine MiILLepo.er, 

GARDINER SPRING, 

Tuomas M’Avtey, 

Joun Knox, 

W. W. Puitips, 

STEPHEN Van RENSSELAER, 

JonatHan Litt te, 

Zecnarian Lewis, 

Moses ALLEN, 
New-York, Jan. 1, 1824. 


Committee. 


SENECA MISSION. 


ANNUAL REPORT TO THE SECRETARY 
OF WAR. 


Seneca Mission, Dec. 1, 1823. 


Respected Sir,—In making out a repor: 
to your department, in relation to the pro 
gress and probable prospects of this Sta- 
tion, I have to say in the general, that, so 
far as we ean see, our connexion with this 
interesting people is quite as encouraging 
as we had any rational ground to expect. 

] would remark more particularly, that 
our prospects in the school department are 
brighter than on the preceding year ; and 
what is tous a very great inducement to 
persevere, in addition to the increase of 
scholars, is, that the Establishment seems 
to acquire more and more the confidence 
of the people. 

The school at present numbers thirty 
children, who are clothed and fed at the 
expense of the mission ; being ten more 
than the number reported last year. Of 
these, 22 are boys and 8 girls. The first 
class consists of ten, who read fluently in 
the New Testament, and write handsomee 
ly. The second class consists of five, who 
read in easy readings, and spell im words 
of three and four syllables. The third 
class, consists of three, who spell well in 
two and three syllables. ‘The remainder 
have been recently admitted to the privi- 
leges of the school, but since their entrance 
have made good improvement. Thei: 
ages are from 7 to 15. 

The girls have made, we think, desira- 
ble proficiency in the Knowledge of do- 
mestic economy ; performing, with cou- 
siderable facility, the ordinary functions of 
the kitchen ; and a few have made excel- 
lent progress in some of the branches o! 
needlework. We have only to regret that 
more of this sex are not placed more im- 
mediately within the scope of our instruc- 
tion. 

The boys, during the last summer, con 
sisting then of about eleven in number. 
cut, split, and corded 85 or 40 cOrds ot 
wood ; and with the assistance of the Su- 
perintendent cleared off three acres ol! 
Jand, which is now broken up for the bene- 
fit of the mission. 

The number of worshippers on the Sab- 
bath, who attend statedly on the preaching 
of the gospel, consists ordinarily of about 
115 or 120 souls. It is perhaps sufficient 
here to remark, that their attention and 
desire for instruction in Bible truth is such. 





ee ae ee 












Mt RR ea i 


1$24. | 


asin owr judgment would argue a crimi- 
nal omission of duty in those of their 
teachers who would overlook or but slight- 
iy esteem exertions of this sort among the 
adults. As aproof of this, 1 would men- 
tion the punctual attendance which is paid 
hy the christian party generally to the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath. In this respect, 
itought to be added, they are far more 
correct and exemplary than many of their 
white neighbours. 

The current expences of the mission, 
since the Ist of Nov. 1822, including $35 
fur a barn and stable, are $2486 76. 

Hoping that, by a reliance on Divine 
Providence, we may yet be enabled to fulfil! 
the expectations of our christian friends 
and the wishes of the government, I re- 
main, with sentiments of profound respect. 

Your humble serv’t. 


T. S. HARRIS. 


-- 


BRIEF VIEW GF THE MISSIONS. 


UNDER THE CARE OF THE UNITED FOREICN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


From the American Missionary Register, for 
Jun. 18.24. 


The Society was instituted ia July, 1817, under 
the patronage of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, and the General Synods of 
the Reformed Dutch, and Associate Reformed 
Churches. a 

Communications from individuals of societies 
eut of the United States, should be addressed to 
che Rev. John Knox, Secretary for Foreign Cor- 
respondence, New-York. | 

All communications relating to the general con- 
cerns of the society, and to the American Mis- 
sionary Register, should be addressed to Zech +- 
riah Lewis, Domestic Secretary and Editor, No. 
38 Broad-st. New-York. , 

All letters relating to the pecuniary concerns 
of the Society we? be addressed to Moses Al- 
‘en. Treasurer, No. 18 Wall-st. New-York. 


1. Union Mission. 


Commenced in 1820.—Sitwated on the West 
Bank of Grand River, about twenty-five miles 
north of its entrance into the Arkansaw, And 
about seven hundred miles above the junction of 
the Arkansaw and the Mississippi. 

Rev. William F. Vail and Rev. Epaphras 
Chapman, Missionaries ; Marcus Palmer, Phy- 
sician and Surgeon ; and Messrs. William C. 
Requa, Stephen Fuller, Abraham Redfield, John 
M. Spaulding, Alexander Woodruff, and George 
Requa, Assistant Missionarics. 17 here is a 
xhool at this station of thirteen Indian children, 
vho live in the mission family. 


2. Great Osage Mission. 


Commenced in 1$21.—Situated on the North 
Bank of ghe Marias de Cein, about six miles 
above its eatrance into the Osage River, and 
about 80 miles S. W. of Fort Owge. 
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Rev. Nathaniel B. Dodge, Rev. Benton Pix- 
Jey, and Rev. William B.! lontgomery, Mission- 
aries ; William N. Belcher, Physician and Sur 
geon ; and Messrs. Daniel H. Austin, Samuel 
Newton, Samuel B. Bright, Otis Sprague, and 
Amasa Jones, Assistant Missionaries. At this 
station there is a school of fifteen Indian children, 
living in the family. 


3. Tuscarora Mission. 


This mission, having been under the care of 
the New York Missionary Society about twenty 
years, was transferred to the United Foreign 
Missionary Society in Jan. 1821. Itis situated 
in the Tuscarora Village, about four miles eay of 
Lewiston, Niagara co. New-York. 

At this station, we have a Church of twenty- 
one Indian members. The Rev. James 
Crane, having resigned the charge of this Mis- 
sion, the vacaney is temporarily filled by the 
Kiev. Mr, Smith, of Lewiston, 

4. Seneca Mission. 


Commenced by the New York Missionary So- 
ciety in 1811, and transferred to the United Fo- 
reign Missionary Society in Jan. 1821. Situa- 
ted about four or five miles from Buffalo, near 
ize outlet of Lake Erie. 

Rev. Thompson S. Harris, Missionary; and 
Mr. II. Bradley, Assistant Missionary. ‘There 
is a church of four Indian members—also a 
school of thirty Indian children, living in the 
mission family. 

5. Cataraugus Mission. 

Commenced in 1822.—Situated near the shore 
of Lake Erie, and about thirty miles from Buf 
fulo. 

Mr. William A. Thayer, Assistant Missionary 
A school of twenty-one Indian children living in 
the family. 

6. Fort Gratiot Mission. 

Commenced by the Northern Missionary So 
ciety in 1822, and wansferred to the United Fo- 
reign Missionary Society in September, 1823.— 
Situated on the River St. Clair, about 1 mite 
below the outlet of Lake Huron. 

Mr. John S. Hudson, Assistant Missionary. A 
school of twelve or fifteen Iadian children living 
in the family. 

7. Mackinaw Mission. 


Commenced in Octobor, 1823.—Situaged on 
the island of Michilimackinack, within the bmi 
of the Michigan Territory. 

The Rev. Wm. M. Ferry, Missionary. A 
school of ten or tweive Indian children, living in 
the family. 

Most of the Missionaries have wives; and at 
ihe varions stations there are eight unmarried 
females, who are occupied in teaching, or in do- 
mestic avocations. 


LIBERATED AFRICANS. 


We extracted some time since from the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Navy, an anecdote 
of thewescue of eleven kiduapped Africans from a 
British ship, vhich came to the port of Baltimore. 
The following more detailed and interesting ac- 
count of the affair is given in the last number of 
the North Americana Review. —V. Gaz. 


Several months ago, a vessel came énto 
the harbour of Baltimore. whigh, from va 
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rious circumstances, was thought to have 

ecroes unlawfully detained on board. So 
strong was the ground of suspicion, that a 
few individnals took on themselves the re- 
sponsibility of searching the vessel, and 
they found concealed, eleven negroes, who 
were foreigners, incapable of speaking or 
understanding the English language. A 
prosecution was accordingly entered a- 
gainst the captain, as being engagcd in the 
slave trade, but as he affirmed that the ne- 
groes were his own property lawfully ac- 
quired, and no proof of the contrary could 
be adduced, he was acquitted. The law 
demands, ihat in all doubtful claims to the 
property of slaves, the labour of proof shall 
yest on the claimant, and as the captain, in 
the present case, could produce no such 
proof, the negroes were detained Sy the 
court, although he was permitted to es- 


cape. Through the humanity of some of 


the active members of the Colonization So- 
ciety, these negroes were provided for by 
being distributed among several families 
in the neighbourhood of Balthnore, to re- 
main till they should learn the Janguage 
and be able to express thei wishes in re- 
gard to their future destination. 
Fortunately about this time, a young 
African by the name of Wilkinson, a wa- 
tive of the Susoo country on the Rio Pon- 
gas, arrived in Baltimore. Some yeas 


ago achief ofthe Susoos eitrusted two of 


his sons to the care of tle captain ofa 
french vessel, trading in the Rio Pongas, 
who promised to take them to the West 
Indies, have them educated, and return 
them at the end of four years. When the 
stipulated time had gone by, and nothing 
was heard of the boys, Wilkinson was de- 
spatched to the West Indies to search 
them out. He succeeded in finding them, 
but had the mortification to learn that the 
treacherous captain had not been true to 
his word ; he had deserted the boys, and 
they were turned over to work with the 
slaves. Wilkinson recovered them, how- 
ever, without difficulty, sent them to their 
father, and came himself to Baltimore to 
take passage home in..the colonization 
packet. He had already been in England, 
and spoke our language with fluency. 
Soon after his arrival he visited some of 
the recaptured Africans just mentioned, 
and discovered that they came from the 
region bordering on his own country, aud 
spoke a dialect which he well understood, 
although it was not his native Susoo 
tongue. They were overjoyed at seeing a 
person with whom they could converse, 
but were incredulous when he told them, 
that they were free, and might return 





home if they chose. They said he was 
deceiving them, that they knew they were 
slaves, and should never again see their 
native Jand, their relatives and friends. So 
thoroughly were they impressed with the 
melancholy conviction of being in slavery, 
that no protestations on his part could 
make them believe ip bis entire sincerity, 
They exclaimed with raptures at the 
thought of freedom, and of going back to 
Africa, but would not hope that such a 
dream could ever be realized. 

The situation of these persons was made 
known by the Colonization Society to the 
President of the United States, who said, 
that if proper certificates were given of 
their desire to return, the government 
would pay the expense of transportatien. 
The navy agent at Baltimore was ordered 
to have them examined. They were 
brought together for this purpose, and as 
the examination could only be carried on 
through Wilkinson as interpreter, he gave 
his testimony under oath. We shall speak 
of this interesting examination nearly in 
the words of Mr. Coale, Secretary of the 
Baltimore Auxiliary Society who was 
present, and took an account of the pro- 
ceedings in writing. 

The general question was put to them 
severally, whether they wished to remain 
in this country as freemen, or be sent to 
Mesurado, and thence, if practicable, to 
their homes ? Dowrey was the first who 
was called to answer. He wasa chief in 
his owu country, of whom Wilkinson had 
some knowledge. He replied, ‘I wish to 
go home, I wish to see my father, my wife, 
and children, I have been at Mesurado, I 
live but three days’ walk from that place.’ 
Barterou answered, * Let me go home, I 
have a wife, I have two children, I live a 
morning’s walk fron: Dowrey.’ The next 
person called was Mousah, the son of a 
highly respectable chief, with whem Wil- 
kinson was personally acquainted. He had 
been living with General Harper, and when 
asked if he was not‘dispased to remain aud 
be instructed, and go home hereafter aid 
teach his countrymen, he replied ‘Genera! 
Harper isa good man, he will give m« 
clotnes and food, and be kind to me, bu: 
he cannot give me my wife and children.’ 
When the general question was put to Cub- 
angerie, he replied; ‘ Why do you ask 
this over and over? Do you not know 
that nothing is so dear as a man’s home ? 
I am so rejoiced at the thought of return- 
ing that I want words to express my 
thanks. Mazzey said; ‘ My nifother is 
living, my father is living, I have two sis. 
ters, [shall he grateful to those who send 
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me to my family and triends.’ The an- 
swer of Fanghah was; ‘I shail be joyful 
10 go home, J liave a father, mother, wife, 
sister, and three children to meet me in 
my owncountry.’ Corree said, that all he 
desired was to be Janded in Africa, and he 
should soon find his way home. Banhah 
made nearly the same reply. 

After these eight persons were examin- 
ed, they expressed great anxiety to be 
joined by two of their companions not 
present. These had been placed with a 
man, Who, it seems, was unwilling to part 
with them, and had reported that they 
wished to remain. ‘This proved to be a 
false pretence, set up with a view to pro- 
fit by the labour of the negroes 5 and what- 
ever may be the power of the law in such a 
case,it will be difficult to make it appear in 
the eye of justice in any better light than 
the crime of being engaged in the slave 
wade. A writ on a fictitious suit was tak- 
en out against the negroes, and they were 
thus released from thraldom, and hrought 
to the place of examination. When they 
arrived, their companions sprang with ec- 
stacies to meet them, embraced thei 
again and again, caught them in their 
arms, raised them from the ground, and 
continued for half an hour at intervals to 
embrace and shake them by the hand. 
Nothing could exceed thei: joy when told 
that they were free, and would sail in a 
day or two for Africa. 

These rescued Africans, full of grati- 
tude for their deliverers, sailed with Wil- 
kinson in the Fidelity for Mesurado, in the 
month of October last. Dr. Ayres had di- 
rections to send them home as soon as they 
arrived. One boy still remains. He 
speke a different language from any of the 
others, and could not be understood by 
them.—He will doubtless be returned, 
when he shall have learned our language 
eufficiently to make known his wishes. — 


MUSIC. 
AN EXTRACT. 





Music is a language, and when introdu- 
<ed into the worship of God, its influence 
cannot be of a negative character. This 
deterioration of musical taste is much 
more intimately connected than many per- 
sons imagine,with either the absence or the 
perversion of those feelings which social 
worship is designed to call into exercise. 
That part of the public service of religion 
which, when properly conducted, is at once 
the most solemn and the most delightful, 
is, tor the most part, suffered to become a 
hinderance rather than a heip te devotion. 


Music-~da Extraci. 


The state of our public singing is, in fact, 
a disgrace to our churches. We do not 
say that this arises altogether from the 
neglect of music; but certainly, matters 
could never have proceeded to this length, 
had a proper attention been bestowed on 
the cultivation of ecclesiastical music as a 
part of Divine worship. We are quite sat- 
isfied, that, if music is not worth being cul- 
tivated for religion’s sake, singing ought to 
be banished from our places of worshrp. 
If music is not capable of aiding devotion, 
itis certainly very capable of destroying it, 
and what is so much worse than use- 
less, had better be dispensed with. We 
cannot consent to regard this subject as 
ove of subordinate importance. What 
may bethe value or beneficial influence of 
music in itself considered, or viewed asa 
secular amusement, we care not to deter- 
mine; we are speaking of it as connected 
with that sacred object which reflects its 
own dignity and importance on every thing 
belonging to it. We think that there are 
religious motives which urge an attention 
to music as a science ; because it is only 
when studied as we would study any other 
language, that we can learn to speak and 
anderstand it aright. There is no religion 
in music, we admit; but, if music were not 
capable of subserving a religious purpose, 
it would never have been made a part of 
Divine worship. We might go further, 
and say, that we should not in that case 


have been made susceptible of the pleas- 


ures of music. He who created us what 
we are, as regards our physical capacities, 
has made us what we are for his own glory; 
and, in endowing us with this extraordina- 
ry faculty of giving melodious expression 
to our feelings, and in making us capable 
of the physical emotions produced by har- 
mony, the Almighty doubtless had in view 
some end connected with that only worthy 
purpose of our being. The very design of 
music, considered as the law of sounds, 
would seem to be the connecting of delight 
with the liturgical adoration of the Deity. 
—Music is the native language of delight: 
it may be made to express sorrow or com- 
plaint, or other pensive emotions, but this 
is only as there is a ‘ joy in grief,’ a solace 
in complaint, a rapture in the tears of con- 
trition and in the sigh of hope, which come 
the nearest to the unmixed delights which 
awake and sustain the harmonies of 
heaven. And the delight which music was 
designed to express, is that of the happy 
being joying in his Creator and in the 
works of his hands. The long divorce 
which both the science and the practice of 
miutsic have suffered from its genuine pur- 
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pose, has well nigh obliterated in the minds 
of most persons, all idea of its Divine ori- 
gin, and, with that, all sense of the wisdom 
and goodness displayed in that Jaw of our 

hysical constitution on which it depends. 

tis thought of as the mere invention of 
man, being identified with the abuses to 
which it has been perverted, rather than 
with its true design.—Man, however, was 
no more the author of the musical scale, 
than he was of the rainbow. The facts 
which are the basis of all harmony, the 
chord which is heard when a single note is 
struck upon a bell; the responsive vibra- 
tions of solid bodics to some one note of 
the scale; that exquisite phenomenon, the 
Eolian harp, which gives such yaried 
and expressive harmony from strings 
tuned in unison; the inherent and in- 
explicable difference of expressions be 
tween the major and the minor modes 
which even aninfant perceives when the 
minor third is struck instead of the major 
chord ;—all these facts, we say, belong as 
much to the laws of nature, are as much 
proofs of the all-wise and benificent design, 
as the phenomena of aptics andthe magni- 
ficence of the visible creation. Music is a 
human science, jist asthe other branches 
of natural philosophy are human sciences ; 
it may be considered, as almost a branch 
of the mathematics,—the link between ab- 
stract truth and sensitive pleasure, the al- 
gebra of feeling. But though a human 
science, it is no more a human invention 
than the divine gift of speech. It is a low 
and degrading view of music which con- 
siders it as primarily an amusement, al- 
though it is perhaps the miost innocent and 
rational of amusements. It is ut least ca- 
pable of being something much more than 
this. Its lowest praise is, that it is one of 
the few sensitive pleasures that leave no 
stain 3 it can excite the imagination with- 
out pollating it. But its acknowledged 
power of suspending the force of the angry 
passions, and of quietting the mind, as well 
as of predisposing to the exercise of the so- 
cial affections, gives it the character of a 
moral medicine, and illustrates its fitness 
for the purposes of devotion. We need 
not go to heathen fable in proof of its sua- 
sive and medicative power. The manner 
in which the harp of the Son of Jesse 
wrought on Saul, is matter of history.— 
And the predisposing power of music 
seems at least to be recognized, when it is 
said that the prophet Elisha, on being in- 
quired of by the confederate kings of Is- 
rael, Judah, and Edom, called for a min- 
.stre!, and that “ when the minstrel played, 


the hand ofthe Lord came upon him.”—2 
Kings iii. 15. 

Now then, will it be contended for a mo- 
ment, that our church singing, or congrega- 
tional singing, is music, oF is adapted to 
answer the moral purpose of music? Any 
thing but this. It serves te relieve the 
preacher, to display the tuneful gifts of the 
clerk or the choir, to amuse that portion of 
the congregation who delight to exercise 
their voices, and possibly to soothe a few 
good people who are blessed with po ear 
for music, and who, though they cannot 
tell one tune from another, can make mel- 
ody intheir hearts to the Lord. But it is 
by means of abstraction from the music, 
not by its aid, that any persons possessed of 
musical feeling, are enabled to juin with 
any complacency in the public worship. 
Often and often have we had occasion to 
regret our unfortunate sensibility of ear, 
(though by no means excessive or fastidi- 
ous,) when chained by propriety to our seat 
in the house of prayer during the vocifera- 
tions of a graceless band. Often has the 
exclamations of good old John Ryland, of 
Northampton, on one occasion, occurred 
to us: ‘Do ye call that singing ? if the 
angels in heaven were to hear ye, they 
would come down and wring your necks 
off."— Eclectic Review. 

en LE PET SE ETT ETE 


NEW-HAVEN, JANUARY 31. 


ORPHAN ASYLUM, 

The Orphan Asylumin the city of New York, 
has existed 18 years, during which time 5,080 
children have participated in its protection, and 
bounty. On the evening of the 18th.ult.the Rev. Dr. 
Spring preached a sermon in behalf of the Asy- 
lum, from phesians vi. 4. and a collection of 
§230,91 was taken up.%There are now in the 
Asylum 160 children, 











SCRIPTURAL HYMNS. 

The Rev. Dr. Lee, of Colebrook, has written a 
small volume of Hymns which will soon be pub- 
lished. These hymns are particularly designed 
as an accompapiment to a volume of “ Revival 
Sermons,” by the same author. 





Installment. On Wednesday the 3rd.of Decem- 
ber, the Rev. Witziam M’DoweE xv formerly 
pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Morristown, 
New-Jersey, was installed Pastor of the third 
Presbyterjan Church inthe City of Charleston, 
5. C.—The Congregation of which Mr. M’Dow- 
e}] is now pastor has been lately formed. 





ALABAMA AND FLORIDA. 


The members of the Baptist denomination 1: 
Ajabama, have formed a *‘ Baptist State Conven- 
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jon,” and have appointed fifteen domestic missian- 
aries, Who are to be employed in that state and 
in West Florida. In seventeen counties of Al- 
abama, societies, auxiliary to the State Conven- 
don have been formed, and it is expected that 
<imilar societies will be formed in all the counties 


of that State. 


WELSH BIBLE SOCIETY. 
The Seventh Anniversary of the “ Welsh Bi- 
vie Society of Steuben and Utica,” was held in 
the village of Utica, N. Y. on the 6th instant. 


MAINE EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

This Society which isa Branch of the Ameri- 
ean Education Society, has under its care nine 
beneficiaries. The receipts of the last year, were 
8624, and the expenditures $613. The following 
isan extract from the Report presented at the 
meeting of the Society on the 7th ult. 

The o'ject contemplated by this Society 
commends itself, when duly considered, to 
the understandings and feelings of all en- 
lightened Christians. It has pleased God 
to institute the ministry of reconciliation and 
to render itthe grand instrument of con- 
veying His truth and grace to ignorant, 
cuilty, perishipg men. It is bis will that 
bis gospel should be preached to all na- 
tions, to every creature; and that wher- 
ever churches are plantedin the name of 
the Lord Jesus, they should be furnished 
with faithful pastors and teachers. And is 
it not good to bring forward those labour- 
ers whom the Lord hath need of, in feed- 
ing the sheep and lambs of his flock, and 
in sending the light of his gospel to the 
multitudes dwelling in Garkness? Ava- 
rice indeed may plead, that the efforts of 
education societies are unnecessary. ‘ Let 
those who possess talents and piety, and 
who desire the office of a bishop, obtain an 
education by their own efforts, and the lib- 
erality of their friends.—But they cannot 
always do this. Many, who had rather la- 
bour with their own hands, night and day, 
than receive charitable aid, do not discov- 
er any way, in which they can thus obtain a 
suitable preparation for the Christian min- 
istry. * Their parents are not able to as- 
sist them; they have no wealthy relatives; 
they have no acquaintance with men and 
things beyond the little neighbourhood, in 
which they bave always lived ;” and their 
age is such, and their early advantages of 
instruction have been so small, that they 
feel the need of devoting themselves wholly 
to study. Unless the hand of charity is ex- 
tended, they will be discouraged ; they will 
concludethat Providence has closed the 
door against them; they will abandon the 
object, as one of hapeless attainment ; and 


those powers, which if cultivated, and 
brought forward, might have rendered 
them extensively useful, will be in a great 
measure neglected, and buried in obscurity. 

In a day like this, when so much is to ie 
done in the cause of Christ, and so many 
are needed, and would be employed, at 
home and abroad, for its advancement, it 
were much to be lamented, that any pious 
youth of promising talents should be pre- 
vented from obtaining such an education, 
as would qualify him for the gospel minis- 
try, by indigence. When thousands of 
ministers are wanted, as at this moment, 
in the destitute churches in our own coun- 
try, and thousands more to preach the gos- 
pel in places where no churches have been 
gathered,and where new fields of usefulness 
are opening among the heathen,and mission- 
ary societies are in readiness to occupy 
them, we cannot surely question the pro- 
priety of making every possible exertion to 
supply so great a deficiency. 

Rather let us rejoice in the exertions that 
are made, and be excited ourselves to in- 
creased zeal and diligence in so good a 
cause. " 

During the year ending with October 
Jast, the American Education Society re- 
ceived 58 beneficiaries,reckoning in all 414, 
whom it has assisted since its formation. 
From several other socreties, most of them 
of very recent origin, in different parts of 
the United States, upwards of 300 more 
have received assistance. 

Of those who will be reared by the hand 
of charity, some, we may fondly hope, will 
be eminently useful ; will exert a very com- 
manding influence ; and be very extensive- 
Iv known as the benefactors of their spe- 
cies. But.look at a more cemmon case, 
that of a minister Jabouring with becom- 
ing zeal and fidelity in his own parish, 
though but little known beyond it. Is ita 
sinall thing to furnish a population of 1000, 
or even 500 souls for 10, 20, 30, or 40 
years, with his instruetions, prayers and 
example ? 

Let us fix our attention on facts. The 
following statement has already been laid 
before the public ; but it furnishes such en- 
couragement to the effort which this soci- 
ety is making that it may well bear repeti- 
tion. About ferty years age, a poor, but 
pious man undertook, by his own efforts, 
and the aid of friends, to obtain an educa- 
tion forthe ministry. While he was at 
College there was an extensive revival of re- 
ligion ; and it was greatly promoted through 
his instrumentality. Numbers at that 
time became hopefully pious, and are now 
ministers of the Gospel. When prepared, 
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he became a minister; and his labours 
have been eminently blessed. ‘The church, 
which at his settlement consisted of only 20 
members, now has about 300. Most of 
them look to him as their spiritual father ; 
and many of his spiritual children vow 
sleep in Jesus. He has been greatly bless- 
ed also in his occasional labours. Num- 
bers, through an extensive region around 
him, have, by his means, been brought to 
a knowledge of the truth. 

** More than 30 he has assisted in their 
education for the ministry. And several 
of them are now labouring with distinguish- 
ed success in the churches. Suppose that 
each of these $0 ministers should be instru- 
mental in the conversion of 100 souls; 
and that 75 outof 100 should become 
heads of families. Suppose that each min- 
ister should also be instrumental, in the 
course of his life, in raising up three other 
ministers. Here then are 90 ministers of 
of the gospel ; 750 single persons of hope- 
fuljpiety ; and 2250 pious heads of fami- 
lies. Trace theirinfluence upon the next 
generation ; and their influence upon the 
generations which shall follow, down tothe 
Millennium ; and onward to the final con- 
summation. Goup withthem,till you reach 
the summit of the heavenly Zion ; and 
from the infinite glory look round upon the 
greatness of what God accomplishes by a 
parish minister.” 

Such anamount of good may we confi- 
dently hope will result from the labours of 
anany an individual indebted for his edu- 
cation to the charities of education socie- 
sies. Let every one who contributes to 
this society, do it with the hope, that his 
donations will be of some avail in raising 
up those who will turn many to righteous- 
ness ; and that by the sacred charity which 
he is aidingto promote, fountains will be 
opened and streams will flow, that shall 
through eternity make glad the city of God. 





FEMALE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK. 

This Society was formed inthe year 1805. The 
receipts of the last year were $824,63, and the 
expenditures $903,39. Six missionaries were 
employed during a part ef the year, “ a less num- 
ber than usual, owing to the difficuliy of obtain- 
ing them.” The Report contains the following 
general remarks. 


1. What urgent claims have the wastes 
of our State upon our compassion 


Divine Providence has planted a vast 
population in the wilderness ; their toils in 
gain a pittance are severe: 


subduing it 








add to this their corroding anxiety by rea. i 
son of debts for their land. After a few & 


acres are subdued, and coarse fare and © 
clothing begin to be provided for their fam. 


ilies, frequently they are driven from thei; fe 

improvements, by an unfeeling proprietor, — 
or his more unfeeling servant, to reduce _ 
with a worn out constitution, other forest 7 
as the only alternative from starving. Some 
of these are our unfortunate kindred who — 
have seen better days, and nota few are | 


persons of education, refinement and piety, 
No matter for that, they are imimortals for 
whom Christ bled ; and eternity with its 
bliss or woe awaits their momentary pro. 
bation. QO let us think of them amidst our 
ease, our luxuries, our religious privileges, 
Let us make the case our own, 


2. Timely aid indispensable. 


Here are the germs of future ehurches 
and societies who might do valiantly for 
Christ in this day of wonders—here are 
those, who, by proper culture, may hereaf- 
ter people heaven, and reflect the glories 
of the Godhead. But to witness these ef- 
fects, what you do must be done quickly ; 
procrastinate, and it is at your peril.— 
Principles of error and disorganization, na- 
tive in the heart, are hourly rivetting 
their influence. Self taught and self sent 
pretenders, subtle and on the alert, will 
steal the march upon you, and present an 
adamantine wall of resistance. Preoccapy 
the ground with right views and habits, 
and you may mould the public characte: 
to all that is lovely and praiseworthy. 


3. Locate more of your Missionarics. 


Fain would benevolence retieve the 
Macedonian cry from every waste on our 
globe ; but benevolence must be directed 
by wisdem. A given sum judiciously ap- 
plied to a few, will effect more than a wid- 
er distribution. To generalize is to weak- 
en. The husbandman carefully cultivates 
a few acres ; his toils are rewarded by an 
exuberant crop ; another bestows the same 
labour on four times the area, and he is al- 
most impoverished. Stubborn facts confirm 
this position. Vast sums have been almost 
thrown away upon the itinerating plan. 
The preacher has sped his way like a bird 
of passage,—what then? Few hear his ap- 
pointments ; disorders in churches which 
demand the thorough hand of gradual pro- 
cess are left umhealed; the prejudices of 
the enemies of truth still exist ; and his 
report isa jejune record of miles travelled 
and desolation surveyed. On the contrary, 
confine labourers to a more limited field, 
and the opposite effects will arise. More 
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Mariner’s Church. 


wil] hear, iastruction will suit existing cir- 
oumstances—affection will be conciliated, 
truth extended, order and piety will flour- 
jsh, and the support come, where it ought 
from those who are benefitted. The di- 
rectors of the Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and New York Missionary Societies, after 
jong experience, are pursuing the latter 
course. 

4. This society is accomplishing the 
srrand object of its formation, the settlement 
of pastors. 

Of the six missionaries employed last 
year, three have been located among the 
people io whom they were sent, and now 
inainly supported by their own resources. 
The other three were previously settled. 
These cheering facts have occurred almost 
vearly. How many pastors, at first mis- 
sionaries onthe same grounds, are now 
surrounded by enlightened and orderly 
congregations, who in their turn are rein- 
forcing their benefactors to prosecute sim- 
ilar enterprises and to achieve like con- 
quests. We arethen gaining our propo- 


sed object, and is not this encouraging 


>. God is with us. 


This argument will confound and .put to 
silence a host of objections. There can 
be no higher evidence of his smiles than 
the sending down of his Spirit to convert 
sinners. But this blessing our missiona- 
ry stations have experienced. Qneida, 
Schenandoah, Bennington, Sheldon, Fre- 
donia, and Granby, have been scenes of 
delightful interest to the good on earth— 
to the angels in heaven. Many a minis- 
tering spirit of light has hovered over these 
consecrated spots and many have been the 
hallelujahs in glory to redeeming love. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 
MARINER’S CHURCH. 


Letter from a sxentleman dated New York, 
Jan. 20,1824. © 

Drak S1r,—In the midst of a city of so 
religious a character as New York, where 
there are from seventy to eighty churches 
opened every Sabbath, it is a matter of 
some difficuliy for a traveller to determine 
with what assembly he shall unite in pub- 
lic worship, and from which of the minis- 
ters of the gospel of reconciliation he shall 
hear the terms of pardon proclaimed to a 
ruined race. In this state of uncertainty, 
last Sabbath, I recollected that a Mariner’s 
Church was established in the city, and 
without hesitation I determined to visit it ip 
‘he evening. 


JIo 


Before the services began, I had time to 
consider the nature of this institution. Had 
Solomon lived in the present day, I think 
he would have acknowledged, that there 
was one “new thing under the sun :” a 
church erected by charity for the exclusive 
use of sailors and their families. Sailors 
have existed probably in all ages, from the 
time the Ark rested on Mount Ararat to 
the present period ; but where has a church 
been erected for their use ? Where has the 
heart of christian benevolence regarded 
the poor sailor, and opened the doors of 
the sanetuary, and invited him to enter in, 
and hear the news of salvation ? The case 
has not occurred ; and the Mariner’s Church 
of New York, is the first. which has ever 
been appropriated to this Jong neglected 
but deserving class of citizens. Yes, a 
new era has commenced, and seamen are 
remembered by a few of those who call 
themselves the followers of Chast; of him, 
who said “thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself.” 

When the congregation were assembled, 
I judged that there were between three 


_and four hundred men in the lower part of 


the house, a Jarge proportinn of whom ap- 
peared to beseamen. The galleries appro- 
priated to their wives and children, were 
full; and the whole audience were as ai- 
tentive to the several parts of the worship, 
as is customary in other churches. Al 
was decent, orderly, and respectful. 

Men are apt to doubt whether christian 
and ministerial exertions among those who 
are ignorant and debased, will not be alto- 
gether fruitless ; and as seamen have been 
considered of this character, it has been 
supposed that labours to enlarge their 
minds with religious knowledge, and ele- 
vate their affections to hini “ who measur- 
eth the sea with the hollow of his hand,” 
would be thrown away, and produce no 
permanent effects. I am happy to learn 
that this is a mistaken idea, and that facts 
daily occurring in Great Britain, as well as 
in this country, prove it to be groundless. 
I can state, from the best information, that 
pungent addresses to the consciences of 
seamen, are not made in vain. By means 
of the truth, they are convinced of sin, aud 
converted unto God. Many instances 
have come to light, where “ their feet have 
been taken out of the horrible pit and the 
miry clay, and set upon a: rock, and a new 
song put into their mouths ;” many in- 
stances, where a life of sin, has been ex- 
changed for a life of holiness ; where the 
lips long accustomed to profaneness and 
cursing, have been filled with thanksgiving 


ond praise. Since the establishment of the 
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Mariner’s Church at New York, many a 
weather beaten sailor has shewn by the 
starting tear, the agitated frame, and the 
faultering voice, that his conscience was 
alarmed ; and many have given good evi- 
dence to their pastor, that they have pas- 
sed from death unte life. 

It seems singular, that in the largest 
commercial city in the United States, sur- 
rounded by churches and professing chris- 
tians, that a charity so noble as that of the 
Mariner’s Church, should be allowed to 
Janguish for want of funds. This estab- 
lishment is in debt about six thousand dol- 
lars. How easy would it he to extinguish 
this debt, if men of wealth had as strong a 
desire to do good with their property, as 
they have to expend it in costly articles of 
dress, in magnificent houses, and in splen- 
did equipages? One twentieth part of 
what is wasted in the latter objects, in a 
single year by the inkabitants of this city, 
would wipe off this debt, and establish a 
fund amply sufficient for the support of the 
minister. 

This church has been built and patroni- 
zed by christians of different denoimina- 
tions. It belongs to no one class. As all 
have contributed to its erection, so a board 
of Directors, composed of gentlemen of 
various sects, have the management of its 
concerns. This is a pleasant circum- 
stance, and has been productive of very 
happy effects. Christians of different de- 
nominations have here assembled on com- 
mon ground ; the sharp points of sectari- 
anism have been worn off; and a Union 
Prayer Meeting fora revival of religion has 
been established, which has drawn down a 
blessing from on high. But although a 
spirit of catholicism has been cherished 
by this state of things, yet an evil has aris- 
en which probably was not foreseen.— 
There is no ecclesiastical church connec- 
ted with this establishment, and whenever 
a conversion takes place, the individual is 
obliged to unite with a neigbouring church 
because here there is no body ef communi- 
cants with whom he can be connected : 
nobody, obeying one of the Jast commands 
of the Lord Jesus, “ this do in remem- 
brance of me,” with whom he can be asso- 
ciated in celebrating the dying love of our 
Lord and Master. Surely the wisdom 
and brotherly Jove of the Directors can 
overcome this difficulty, and the time will 
soon arrive, when the worthy Pastor will 
no longer have the mortification of losing 
the inembers of his congregagion at the very 
interesting time when they give satisfactory 
evidence of their conversion to God. 

It is but a few vears since the first effort 


was made in favour of improving the relj 
gious character of seamen. That effor; 
was made simultaneously in various places 
in the United States, and in many-of the 
great sea-ports of Europe. . As the church 
is really waking up to the performance of 
this important duty, how great results may 
we look for in the course of fifty years ? 
Before that period has elapsed, may we 
not reasonably expect, that the ships which 
belong to the christian nations shall truly 
become temples to the Most High God; 
temples, where the morning and evening 
incense shall daily ascend ; and where tlic 
Sabbath shall be observed with revercnce 
and devotion, Then those seamen who 
have assisted in carrying missionaries to 
distant parts of the globe, shall themselves 
become missionaries in every port they 
enter. Then shall “ holiness to the Lord” 
be written ov the pursuits and the enter- 
prizes of a large portion of the human 
family ; whether they remain stationary at 
their farms and their merchandize, or ad- 
venture on the mighty deep, passing from 
one continent to another ; in the prosecution 
of their lawful but hazardous employments, 





From the Christian Spertator 


CONNECTICUT MISSIONARY SO- 
- CIETY. 


Several years since,a poor but pious 
man, removed his family from Connecti- 
cut, into the northern part of the State of 
New York. Here he built him a little log 
cabin in the wilderness, shut out as he sup- 
posed from all christian society, and all 
prospects of usefulness, save in his own 
domestic circle, where he had erected the 
family altar on his first arrival. Neigh- 
bours gradually began to come around him, 
though not of a kindred spirit. Fora very 
considerable time, the solitary christian 
saw the Sabbath dishononred and profan- 
ed, and wickedness rapidly increasing, 
without any hope of his being able to check 
the current. His neighbours would spend 
the Sabbath in drinking whiskey at each 
other’s houses, or in tapping their trees, 
and boiling the sap into sugar, or collected 
in parties, they would go out and hunt. He 
was alone, and knew no other christian in 
that region. At length be came to the 
bold resolution of establishing a meeting 
at his own house. To accomplish this, 
after having fasted, and prayed for divine 
assistance, he informed his neighbours that 
if they would assemble at his house on the 
ensuing Sabbath, he ‘would read a ser- 
mon, and make a prayer.’ He next split 
atree and hewed it into rough benches, 
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The novelty of the proposal filled the little 
cottage with attentive hearers. ‘This was 
the first christian meeting in that region. 
At the close of it, a second was proposed, 
and met with a hearty approval. The 
man continued his meetings and had hear- 
ers from ten and twelve miles. This 
brought him in contact with two or three 
other pious men, who like bimself had 
been mourning in secret places, without 
knowing of each other’s existence. ‘They 
united their hearts and their prayers, and 
were soon strongly cemented in the work 
of doing good. ‘Their meetings continu- 
ed to increase in frequency, and in the 
number of attendants for a considerable 
time. ‘Things were in this state, when a 
missionary from the Connecticut Mission- 
ary Society arrived. He was received 
with tears of joy. He preached and visi- 
ted as long as he could tarry :—during 
which time he gathered a church, which 
though small, was firm and strong in the 
faith. I have only to add, that this people 
have now a large church, a good meeting 
house, and a faithful minister. 

At the commencement of the settlement 
of a flourishing village, (I believe it was 
Batavia,) in the State of New York, there 
removed from Connecticut a pious lady. 
She had enjoyed all the privileges of the 
Gospel till she came into the ‘ new coun- 
try,’ and now mournfully looked baek up- 
on the time when she ‘ sat under the drop- 
pings of the sanctuary of Ged. She koew 
no one to whom she could anbosom berself, 
or with whom she could take sweet coun- 
sel. She felt herself to be a stranger and 
a pilgrim in quest of a better country, but 
sie had no fellow traveller to help and 
‘heer her on the way. While makiuga 
visit ove afternoon, she met with a lady 
whom she had not before seen. She pro- 
videntially mentioned the subject of reli- 
gion, and feelingly compared her present, 
with her former privileges. The manner 
of her speaking was such as to fill the eyes 
ot her new acquaintance with tears ; and 
they immediately knew that they bad then 
‘ound, what they had both so much desi- 
-ed—a christian companion. The first 
-ocial prayer, ever offered in that village 
was from the united hearts of these two 
females, as théy that evening knelt togeth- 
er ina little thicket. From that time they 
met as often as once every week for pray- 
er ; and they never prayed without pray- 
ing for the ordinances of the gospel. Af- 
ter some time, they found a third of kin- 
dred feeling. The story that there was a 
praying circle there, was spread, and ma- 
ny who were not professors of religion, 


Summary. 
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earnestly requested to be admitted into the 
circle, and were received. It was thus 
that the foundation for a church was laid. 
A missionary from the Connecticut Mis- 
sionary Society arrives, and a church is 
immediately gathered. And there are 
now two meeting houses, two ministers, 
two considerable churches, and upwards of 
three thousand inhabitants in that village, 
where but a few years since, a solitary fe- 
male was weeping and praying for the or- 
dinances of the Gospel. 


SUMMARY. 


Messrs. T. & J. Swords of the City of 
New York, have lately published ‘ Notes 
on the Epistle to the Romaas, intended to 
assist students of Theology and others, 
who read the Scriptures in the original,” 
by Samuel H. Turner, D. D. Professor in 
the General Theological Seminary of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. 


The present number of Protestant Epis~ 
copal Churches in New York, is seven- 
teen. 


Mr. Moses Allen, and Mr. Ansen G. 
Thelps both of New York, have each given 
Fifty Dollars to the Theological Seminary 
in Bangor, Maine. We have formerly ste 
ted that at this seminary the whole course 
of Academical and Theological Instruction 
is completed in four years. ~“ 


The Postmaster General states that 
there are more than 560 newspapers pub- 
lished in the United States. He supposes 
that on an average each newspaper office 
sends 300 papers weekly by mail, and that 
some “ offices are known to send from ten 
to twenty thousand.” 


In the American Literary, Scientific 
and Military Academy at Norwich, Ver- 
mont, under the care of Alden Partridge, 
A. M. with the assistance of six Professors, 
there are 155 students. 


The Treasurer of the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, received in the 
month of December $943, for tlie Theolo- 
gical Seminary at Princeton. 


The Rev. Dr. Payson, of Portlanc, 
Maine, preached a sermon on the 21s: 
instant, before the Marine Bible Society 
of Boston. A collection amounting te 
$200 was taken up. 


The Rev. AnsEL D. Eppy, was insta! 
led pastor of the First Congregations, 
Church in the village of Canandaigua, N. 
Y. onthe 7th alt. Sermon by the Rev. 
Mr. Lansing, of Auburn. 
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From the Lay-Man’s Magazine. 
OLD POMPEY. 


This man was an African by birth, and 
is now about ninety years old. He knew 
nothing about the Gospel of Jesus until 
within a year past) Always has he been 
remarked for his faithfulness and activity. 
Though so extremely old and very infirm, 
still he appeared to cling to the world with 
much affection. At length he was told of 
the necessity of preparing for death. With 
great difficulty was he made to compre- 
hend the simple doctrines of the Gospel— 
by dint of perseverance and much labour 
they were impressed upon his mind. He 
then saw his sinfulness and felt the neces- 
sity of prayer, and earnestly engaged in it. 
Often was he heard, when approaching his 
cabin, wrestling for the pardon of his sins 
tor the sake of his Saviour. He mourned 
over the hardness of his heart, and smiting 
upon his breast would cry out, “ Oh this 
fing so bad, so wicked,” (meaning his 
heart) “ will God forgive me.”—He would 
call to mind his former sins and bewail 
them bitterly. Every evil in his past life 
appeared to rise up to his view. He wept 
over the sins of his youth, and over the 
sins of his riper years. His distress of 
mind disturbed him at night—he felt, he 
said, as if something come to take him 
down, downsinto Hell, then he cry to God 
and God have mercy upon him and give 
aim rest. 

When prayed with, he would repeat the 
petitions, and his spirit seemed to be most 
earnestly engaged. He felt the vecessity 
of laying aside his peevishness of temper. 
Me appeared exceedingly grateful for re- 
‘igious conversation and prayer. At length 
ias mind became more composed, and his 
nope in Christ considerable. Aided by 
that blessed spirit which is always granted 
to the prayer of the cottager, as well as of 
the crown, he began to exercise an humble 
tanith in the Redeemer of sinners, and to 
cast hiinself upon him for acceptance. 

The tract of “ Sambo and Toney” was 
read tohim. He took much interest in it. 
His soul appeared truly in earnest while 
listening to it, and at conclusion his desire 
was * O that I was like Sambo.” On vis- 
‘ting him one day, one of the ladies of the 
‘amily asked him if he was not lonely— 
* Me alone, mistress,” says he with em- 
phasis, “ me no alone—God with me.” 

Atanother time he asked if there was 
only one Sun and Moon to give light to all 
the world. On being told there was but 
one he exclaimed, “ What a great God 
that rs te give light to all this great world 


with only one Sun and Moon.” He ask. 
ed if the Sun which shone in this country 
was the same that shone in Africa—When 
told it was, he seemed filled with awe at 
the majesty and power of God. At another 
time he was alone in his cabin during a 
severe storm—being asked afterwards if 
he was not alarmed, he said “ No—me 
asleep when the storm come—a loud clap 
thunder wake me—I start up—but den [ 
thought, God with me—God take. care 
me.” 

Such is old Pompey—He is ignorant, 
but he knows he is a sinner, and that there 
isa Saviour. He finds comfort in prayer, 
and society in communion with God. He 
improves his temper from a sense of duty. 
He looks for another and a better world, 
He is in the hands of a God who asks little 
where little has been given. He is trav- 
elling to the bar of a Judge who will listen 
to the prayer of faith, whether it ascend m 
the broken accents of the slave or the pol- 
ished periods of the learned. 

The Infidel may smile at this account of 
old Pompey, but may my end be such as | 
hope his will be, and ny home ‘the Para- 
dise to which I trust he is bound. 





From the Christian Herald. 


MEMOIR OF MRS. GLORIANA CUN- 
NINGHAM. 


* On the 19th day of December last departed this 
life Mrs. Gloriana Cunningham, wife of Mr. 
Richard Cunningham, of this city, after an illness 
of nearly three weeks, which she sustained with 
christian fortitude and calm resignation. Al- 
though the path of Mrs. Cunningham was in pri- 
vate life, and consequently afforded but few inci- 
dents to attract public attention, yet it would 
be injustice to her memory not to record some 
instances of her zeal in her great Master's 
cause, the beneficial effects whereof are felt, and 
will continue to be felt by a very interesting por- 
tion of the community for many years to come. 

Mrs. Cunningham was a native of West Ches- 
ter, in the State of New York, and born in or 
about the year 1771. Her parents’ name was 
Lawrence. 

Of her early life nothing is known by the writer 
of this memoir, except that she was then a mem- 
ber of the Episcopal Church. 

She was married on the 13th of March, 1793 
to Mr. Cunningham, who now survives her ; an 
on the Ist of March, 1798, she was admitted to 
the communion of the Brick Presbyterian 
Church, in the city of New York, and continued 
in comniunion with that church till her death. 

In the year 1813 or 1814 she united her efforts 
with those of her friend Mrs. Gann, of Jamaica, 
Long-Island, (who then resided in New York,) 
to form and establish an association for the relict 
of respectable, aged, indigent females, and suc- 
ceeded in carrying the benevolent design into full 
effect. ‘To the sapport of this Society, and dis- 
pensing its benevolent contributions among Its in- 
teresting objects, in conjunction with a very able 
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and efficient committee of managers, the later 
pars of her life have been principally devoted ; 
andthe success which has attended her efforts 
roves that more good may be done by individuals 
who direct their attention to one object or but a 
few ; and pursue that object or those few intensely, 
than by a wide diffusion of benevolent exertions 
over a space too extensive for the production of 
much esseatial benefit in any portionof it. 

This society originated in the feelings excited 
in the mind of Mrs. Guna by a distressing case of 
alady who had lived well in the world, and en- 
ioved ease and affluence, being reduced to the 
necessity of passing the last days of her life in an 
alms-house. Mrs. Guna suggested to Mrs. Cun- 
ningham that a small annuity in money, with some 
clothing and firewood, to be provided during the 
inclement season of the year, might enable many 
a respectable aged female to sustain herself with- 
out going to the Alms-house ; where, whatever 
provision may be made for the supply of the ne- 
cessaries uf life, she must be placed indiscrimi- 
nately among persons of habits and associations 
very different from her own; ata time of life, 
too, when she may be ill able to sustain the 
change. 

Mrs. Cunningham felt the full force of the sug- 
gestion ; and by the united exertions of these two 
benevolent minds a society was formed ; and a 
su 1 of from a thousand to twelve hundred dollars 
a year has been raised, by which from 120 to 130 
respectable indigent females, upwards of 60 
years of age, have been assisted every year du- 
ring the decline of their lives, and many of them 
ave been enabled to pass calmly aadwith resig- 
nation to their last hour without being distressed 
by aseparation from the few friends who remain 
faithful in affliction, and plunged into a new so- 
ciety and new habits, to which they bad never 
been accustomed. 

Several times has the treasury of this Society 
been exhausted, or nearly so, in periods of extra- 
ordinary distress ; and when the managers have 
been assembled, with melancholy forebodings of 
the consequences to their aged pensioners, has 
the subject of this memoir suddenly appeared 
among them with the joyful tidings that she had 
collected several hundred dolla:s extraordinary 
for them ; on one oceasion she produced 400! 
and it scarcely need be added that it caused many 
a sorrowful heart to “ sing for joy.” 

Mrs. Cunningham was always .pregent at tle 
meetings of the managers, and took an active and 
unwearied part in the duties which devolved upon 
them. Her loss therefore will be severely felt ; 
but if this memoir should meet the eye of only 
one who will be excited by it to imitate her ex- 
ample and tread in her steps, it will not have 
been written in vain. She is gone to receive her 
reward, and “ her works will follow her :” They 
were perfotmed not inher own streagth, nor with 
‘ny Opinion of her own merit, byt in the strength 
lerived from her divine Master, and with a con- 
‘tant and entire dependance upon Him. 

During her jast illness she was daily attended 
»y a pious friend, who declares she never saw 1 
righter example of faith and patience than she 
‘isplayed, nor a greater demonstration of the 

rl; ° 
~ublime and delightful truth, that “ they are kept 
‘i perfect peace whose minds are stayed on God.” 
Un the day preceding her death she assembled 
her family around her bed, pressed upon them 
‘he necessity aad comfort of a holy life devoted 
(0 Christ, and of living im a state of preparawon 
‘or death, 
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After which she said to her triend, speaking of: 


her blessed Saviour, ‘* He hath done all things 
well.”’ 


“ Though rough and thorny is the road, 
“It leads me home apace to God.”’ 


Her friend says that her sufferings were great + 

but she never heard the slightest murmur or ecom- 
plaint. 
_ In the afternoon preceding her death, she said, 
inthe most emphatic tone that her breath and 
strength would permit, “ Christ is precious ;"’ 
and alterwards evidently united in heart, although 
her voice tailed her, in the beautiful hymn which 
was sung at her bed-side. 


Jesus, lover of my soul, 
“ Let me to thy bosom fly,” &¢. 


She retained her faculties till her departure, 
and calmly resigned her soul to the disposal o} 
her Redeemer about 7 o'clock in the evening. 

On the next Lord's day afier her death (i. e. on 
the 21st December last) her remains were inter- 
redin the cemetery of the Brick Presbyterian 
Church, after an excellent sermon, preached by 
the Rev. Dr. Spring, her pastor and friend, frou 
the 12th verse of the 6th chapter of Hebrews 
** That ye be not slothfal, but followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the pro- 
mises ;”’ in which he stated her usefulness—hei 
self-denying exertions, and the interest she felt 
in the welfare of the church, with the kind and 
hospitable reception which she constantly gave to 
the ministers of the gospel, of whom she was the 
unwearied patronese and friend, Dr. Spring at- 
tended her during her last illness, and testified 
her pious submission and entire confidence in 
Christ, which enabled her to sustain the attack 
of the last enemy not only without dismay, but 
with a firm assurance that through faith and pa- 
tience she should “ inherit the promises.”’ 

Notice of her funeral having been given ia 
several of the churches, many hundred persons, 
accompanied by their pastors, followed her re 
mains to the grave, im testimony of their respec 
for the piety and worth of ane ef the mast exce 
lent of the earth. 

In the course of the service the following beac 
tiful and appropriate hymn was sung :— 


Give me the wings of faith, to rise 
Within the veil, and see 

The sajnts above, how great their jov- 
How bright their glories be. 


Once they were mourning here below, 
And wet their couch with tears ; 

They wrestled hard, as we do now, 
With sins, and doubts, and fears. 


I ask them whence their vict’ry came * 
They with united breath 

Asoribe their conquest to the Lamb, 
Their triumph to his death. 


They mark’d the footsteps that he trot 
(His zeal inspir’d their breast :) 

Aud following their incarnate God, 
Possess the promis’d rest. 


Our glorious Leader claims our praise 
For his own pattern given, 

While the long cloud of witnesses 
Stow the sage path to heavea 
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360 Poeiry.—Jewish Morality.—Sabbati: Morning Refietiions. 


POETRY. 
From the Monthly Iepository. 
HYMN. 


There’s not a tint that paints the rose 
Or decks the lily fair, 

Or streaks the hamblest flower that grows, 
But heaven has placed it there ! 


At early dawn there’s not a gale, 
Across the landscape driven, 

And not a breeze that sweeps the vale, 
Yhatis not sent by Heaven ! 


There’s not of grass a simple blade, 
Or leaf of lowliest mein, _ 
Where heavenly skill is not display'd, 


And heavenly wisdom seen ! 


There's not a tempest dark and dread, 
Or storm that rends the air, 

Or blast that sweeps o'er ocean’s bed, 
But Heaven's own voice is there ! 


There's not a star, whose twinkling ligly 
Illumes the distant earth, 

And cheersthe solemn gloom of night 
But mercy gave itbirth ! 


There’s not a cloud whose dews distil 
Upon the parching clod, 

And clothe with verdure vale and hill, 
That is not sent by God! 


‘There's not a place in earth’s vast round, 
[n ocean, deep, or air, 

Where skill and wisdom are not found! 
For God is every where ! 

Around, beneath, below, above, 
Wherever space extends, 

Where Heaven displays its boundless love, 
Aud power with mercy blends ! 


Then rise, my soul, and sing His name, 
And all his praise rehearse, 

Who spread abroad earth’s glorious frame, 
And built the universe ! 


Where’er thine earthly lot is cast 
His power and love declare, 

Nor think the mighty theme too vast— 
For God is every where ! 


JEWISH MORALITY. 
From Jowett’s Christian Researches. 

\ little after nine o’clock, I went to the Syna- 
gogue, [in the island of Corfu.] Rabbi Mordas 
wasin the pulpit, Ina few minutes he began. 
tle first commented on the excellence of the in- 
sttution of the Sabbath ; he then proceeded to 
point out the insufficiency of mere ceremouial 
observances, without a proper state of heart. He 
yuoted the first chapter of Isaiah, to prove that 
sacrifices alone were not acceptable to God, un- 
fess the heart were offered up and given to him. 
* [tis easy to say our regular prayers: but God 
requires that our life should correspond with our 
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purse and bestow alms: but God requires tha; 
our hearts should be in a charitable state ; ready 
to forgive an injury, to check the first risings o| 
resentment, to forbear, and to return good fo, 
evil. Excellently does Solomon advise, Jf thine 
enemy be hungru, give him bread : if he be thirsty 
give him water. Some may say that they canno; 
suppress their passions—they cannot correct roo. 
ed habits: Ah! this is the language of low ang 
base people—people ignorant of morals, and o/ 
the beauty of the Divine Law.” 

Such was the ontline of bis Discourse, whic), 
lasted about twenty-five minutes. 

During the delivery of this Discourse, whic), 
was in Italian, though I lost many words, ap; 
occasionally an entire sentence, I was struc! 
with the thought—* ‘Ih's is exactly the kind 4 
Sermon which I have heard from some profe:. 
sedly christian ministers; who, leaving oy: 
Christ, with the exceptions of a few decent 4)- 
lusions to his history, have preached precise: 
the same morality—have directed their heaver: 
to work out their own righteousness—have pe: 
them on those attempts, as the way to pleas: 
God—and, to complete their acceptance wit! 
him, have bid them, in general terms, rely on the 
mercifulness of their Creator. Unless the w) 
searchable poverty of our corrupt nature be de. 
clared, and with it the unsearchable riches o! 
Christ be preached, what advantage has the 
christian teacher, so called, over the Jewisl)’ 
He too can exhort to good works, and speak ix 
the beautiful language of the Old Testamen: 
concerning the Lord, the Lord God, gracious om 
merciful, slow to anger, and plenteous in mere. 


SABBATH MORNING REFLECTIONS 

** The Lord is risen indeed. This is his da 
which we are called to meet in his house, and 
(we in this branch of his family) to rejoice at his 
table. I meant to write yesterday, but coul? 
not. I trust itis not unsuitable to the design an? 
privilege of this day, to give you a morning saluta- 
tion in his name ; and tosay, Come magnify the 
Lord with me, and let us exalt his name togethe! 
If L am not mistaken, I have met you this mora- 
ing already. Were you not at Gethsemane. 
have you not been at Golgotha ? Did T not se: 
you at the tomb ? This is our usual circuit, your- 
and mine, on these mornings, indeed every mor- 
ing ; for what other places are worth visiting: 
what other objects are worth seeing ? O this 
wonderful love ! this blood of sovereign efficacy 
the infallible antidote which kills sin, eures the 
the sinner, gives sight to the blind, and life to 
the dead. How often have I known it tarn soi 
sorrow into joy.” —John Newton. 


ERRATUM. 

In our paper of Dec. 27, p. 471 for * inferivi 
intelligence,” read “* superior intelligence.” Th 
meaning of the writer was, that the persons re 
ferred to were gentlemen of great, or distin 
guished intelligence, which is an authorized us’ 

















prayers. It it easy to take money out of the of the word superior. 
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